Young pioneer
was always
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By ELOISE HANDLEY

SHE is young, chally and personable
and this winning combination has
propelled Laura [les as one of Austra-
lia’s official Young Social Ploneers.

“T've always wanted to help people,
especially young people,” Ms Hes said.

This kind nature meant she was one
of a mere 4 olher young Australians,
who were recognised in the Founda-
ton for Young Australians® 2006
Young Social Ploneers program in
Melboumne earlier this mon th.

Although she admitted the trp left
her a little Mrazzled.

“T gol lost in Melbowme, at the air-
port the man driving the bus forgot to
close the Quggage compariment) door
and as we went forwards our bags gol
Nung out and [ got acold,” she sighed.

The forum enabled the social plo-
neersto gather information regarding
spheres of interest the candidates had
chosen such as the tools and rules of

going to help

Y

Face of change: oung Social Pronias Letre les.

public speaking
The 25-vear-old is the founder of

Choose your Path (Save a Life), a pro-
gram designed Lo educate the War-
wick community aboutl the dangers
and consequences of drink driving.

Due to one of Ms Tes™ many fnvolve-
ments, she is exposed Lo the high Toot
Lrafic or “wildebeests” meandering
from one establishment o another

“With my work with Rosies, [ get to
se¢ a lot of youth in need,” Ms [les
said

She said many young people relied
Loo heavily onthe need for alcoholasa
sodal lubrcation, astigma the pro-ac-
Live Warwickite wants to change.

“Some people just need o know
there’s someone out there who cares,”
she sald.

“ A lot of young people don't have
positive role-models.

“We are hoping our work will mean
this cycle is stopped and won't happen
in Warwick anymore.”



